At a Meeting of Pembroke Dock Town Council held at the Pater Hall, Pembroke Dock on Thursday 30th October 2008.


PRESENT:


Councillor S Perkins (Chair)


Councillors K Becton,  D. Esmond,  C. Gwyther, P. Gwyther, D. King, A. McNaughton, S. Beasley , K. C. Higgs, T. Wilcox. 

IN ATTENDANCE:


Ian Jones, Town Clerk


Moira Saunders, Committee Clerk
101. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON

PROPOSED by Councillor A. McNaughton


SECONDED by Councillor K. Higgs


RESOLVED


That Councillor S Perkins take the chair in the absence of the Mayor and Deputy 


Mayor.

102.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R .G. Watts , P.E. George and M. Colgan, C. Fortune.
Councillor K. Becton entered the Chamber at 6.35 pm.
As Ms Jane Gibson had  not arrived the agenda was progressed.

103.
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.

104.
MINUTES


Amendments


In respect of Minute 151 the proposer of the minute was not Councillor A Wilcox but Councillor D King. This was amended accordingly. With this amendment it was 



PROPOSED by Councillor D. King



SECONDED by Councillor P. Gwyther



RESOLVED – 




That the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council




held on 30th October 2008 be adopted.
104.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a). Minute 95 (140) Clean Neighbourhoods 

 The Town Clerk reported that the flower bed in the Memorial Park had now been planted but that there were reports that some young people were riding over the bed on bicycles in between the plants.
A photoshoot  would be arranged with Wilkinsons who helped with bulbs and compost.
(b). Minute 95(146) Contribution towards CCTV cameras within Pembroke Dock

The Town Clerk reported that he had not received a reply from the Police on the statistics that had been requested. He had however received a response from the County Council regarding the number of CCTV cameras the Town Council were contributing to.
(c). Minute 95(156). Christmas Evening Dinner

The Town Clerk reported that he had provided more menus for members  to consider. It was agreed to discuss this issue under Any Other Business at the end of the agenda.

 

(d).
Minute 95(158) Annual General Meeting of the Pembrokeshire Association of Local Councils
The Town Clerk reported that the Mayor, Councillor R Watts had been re-elected to the Executive Committee.
105.
 REPORT OF TOWN CLERK.

161. SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE (SPG) ON PLANNING 
        OBLIGATIONS – PUBLIC CONSULTATION DRAFTS.

The Town Clerk received copies of the above consultation documents produced by Pembrokeshire County Council and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority. It  covers Section 106 provision as set out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Obsevations on the document were required by 28th November 2008.

Members were aware from the Training Session the Town Clerk took on 23rd October, that this was a major issue for Towns and Communities and that it was important that we respond with appropriate comments on the issues. Jane Gibson from the County Council, who was taking the lead on this issue, was to address members later in the meeting and the Town Clerk  knew that members had a number of questions to raise.

The Town Clerk suggested that the Consultation Sub Committee perused copies of the documents and put together a suitable response which will then be discussed at the next full Council Meeting on 20th November. Alternatively a special meeting of the Town Council to discuss the matter was possible. In any event the Town Clerk had provided copies of documents to all members at this stage. If the Sub Committee was to meet then their observations on the issues could be circulated prior to the 20th November meeting.

Councillor K. Becton suggested that the Consultation Sub-Committee consider the document and report back to the Town Council at the full meeting on 20th November which would give enough time to respond to the County Council by 28th November. 
This was agreed.

Councillor S . Perkins informed the meeting that the County Council were holding a seminar on  section 106 agreements on Monday 3rd November for councillors.

162. QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE OPEN SPACES SOCIETY.

A copy of the Journal for Autumn 2008 was placed on the table to the RHS of the Chamber for members to peruse if they so wished. 
163. BUDGET PROFILE AGAINST EXPENDITURE FOR HALF YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2008.
The Town Clerk attached as Appendix C a copy of the Budget against profile for the period ended 30 September 2008. The report showed that overall we were keeping within the budget.

164. FIRE AND RESCUE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR WALES 2008-2011.

The Town Clerk  received one copy of the above report which was placed on the table to the RHS of the chamber for members to peruse if they wished. 

PART 2.  CORRESPONDENCE.

165.   WATERLOO CIVIC AMENITY SITE, PEMBROKE DOCK.

The Town Clerk had received a letter from Capita Symonds that advised the Town Council that work began on upgrading the site on 6th October 2008 and that it will be finished in April 2009. The Town Clerk stated that if there were any queries on how the work was progressing etc. then he had a telephone number to make enquiries.
Councillor S. Perkins reported that she had been kept up to date with the progress at the site by Capita Symonds regularly. Councillor K. Becton also stated that she too had been updated by the company even though the amenity site was not in her ward.

166. DYFED POWYS CONSTABULARY POLICING PLAN 2009/12.

The Town Clerk attached as Appendix A, a copy of a letter received from the Police asking for the Council’s Priorities for Policing in the next year 2009/10.

The Town Clerk needed to have the Council’s priorities as response was needed to the Police Authority by 14th November.
Councillor D. King suggested that ‘Accessibility to Police’ and ‘ Visibility of Police’ really meant the same , so he suggested that ‘Accessibility’ to Police’ was one of the three priorities.

The two other priorities to be included are ‘ Anti-social Behaviour’ and ‘ Vehicle Crime’.
167. UPDATING PEMBROKE DOCK ACTION PLAN 2001.

The Town Clerk attached as Appendix B a copy of a letter received from PLANED in relation to the updating of the Action Plan.

Councillor P. Gwyther suggested that as the Council already had a Plan, could it be updated by the Council so not incurring any costs to do so.

Councillors S Perkins suggested that the Council should wait to see whether any funding will become available for PLANED to help the Council.

Councillor K Becton proposed that the Town Clerk reviews the Action Plan alongside the Budget process.

PROPOSED by Councillor K. Becton



SECONDED by Councillor D. King

RESOLVED
The Town Clerk reviews the Action Plan alongside the Budget process and if 
PLANED do obtain more funding they could then assist the Council with this
review.
168. APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (SECTION 137 PAYMENTS).

(a) PEMBROKESHORE SPECIAL NEEDS GYMNASTICS CLUB.

The Town Clerk has received an application from the above charity which provides gymnastics for young people with special needs from all over Pembrokeshire. Approximately 50 people benefited from the services they provided and 6 of these came from the Town Council area. 13 members of the Club have been selected to represent Wales in the Special Olympics in 2009.They were seeking financial support to enable them to train a coach at a cost of £210 for each. The accounts for the period 6 September 2007 to 31 March 2008 were in order and this showed that they had £20,109 in Capital and Reserves at the end of that year.

Councillor P. Gwyther suggested that if this Club apply to the Pembrokeshire Sports Council funding should be available from the Community Chest to train a coach.

Councillor K. Becton questioned whether this organisation ‘s request fits the Council’s criteria for financial assistance.

Councillor D. King stated that 6 members of a the team that would benefit live in Pembroke Dock.
The Town Clerk stated that there were 50 in the whole team and only 6 living in Pembroke Dock. This request would not meet the Council’s criteria that a financial donation must wholly or mainly benefit  those in Pembroke Dock.

Councillor D King suggested that the 6 members of the team who live in Pembroke Dock could apply to the Council as individuals they might meet the criteria.
The Town Clerk felt that they would still not meet the criteria as laid down by the Council.



PROPOSED by Councillor P. Gwyther



SECONDED by Councillor D King



RESOLVED

The Gymnastics Club apply to the Pembrokeshire Sports Council and that 

grant aid from the Town Council was declined.
(b) PEMBROKESHIRE CROSSROADS.

The Town Clerk received an application from the above Charity which provided care for carers within Pembrokeshire. In 2007/8 155 carers received assistance from the organisation. Approximately 5 people from Pembroke Dock received assistance from the Charity. The Charity had produced accounts for the 2006/7 year which were in order. This showed at the end of that year the Charity had £94,334 of which £10,990 was held as restricted funds. In October 2007 the Charity received £100 as a donation from this Council.

Councillor K. Becton asked whether this request meets the criteria as set down by the Town Council.

Councillor D Esmond pointed out that only a small proportion of carers who received assistance lived in Pembroke Dock.

Councillor Higgs commented on the large amount of money that the organisation held.


PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs

SECONDED by Councillor K.Becton
RESOLVED

That the Town Council would not give financial assistance to this organisation. 

Councillor A. Wilcox entered Chamber at 6.50 pm.
(c) APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE FROM ZOE PRIESTLEY.

The Town Clerk had  received a request from the mother of Zoe Priestly who lived in Tremeyrick Street in Pembroke Dock. She was aged 15 years and was a pupil of Bush School. She was a talented athlete and had been the School Sports Personality for the past three years. She has excelled in hockey and javelin and currently was a member of the Pembrokeshire Ladies Hockey Team and had represented Wales in the Welsh Schools International Championships in the Javelin. In August she won the Gold Medal at the Celtic Championships held in Scotland. In the Javelin she was 1st in Wales and 19th in the United Kingdom. To train for the Javelin competition involves a journey to / from Swansea three times a week at a cost of some £20 per return trip and the cost of a Javelin is in excess of £300. 

Mrs Melanie Priestley on behalf of her daughter has asked if the Town Council would be able to give some financial support towards the costs involved in training for Javelin competitions.

Councillor S Perkins declared an interest and took no further part in this discussion, as she knew Zoe Priestly.
Councillor S Beasley declared an interest and took no further part in this discussion, due as she was employed at Bush School.

Councillor K. Becton suggested that this request did meet the Council’s criteria and having looked at the budget agreed that this was a worthwhile  request.

Councillor P Gwyther supported this request.

Councillor K. Becton asked whether the Council should increase the amount given from £100.00.  

Councillor S Perkins suggested that the issue of increasing the donation amounts should be put on the agenda for a future meeting of the Town Council.


PROPOSED by Councillor K. Higgs


SECONDED by Councillor K. Becton
RESOLVED

That the Town Council would donate £100.00 to Zoe Priestly on the basis that her sporting achievements to date has brought credit to the town.
The Town Clerk suggested that the issue of increasing the donations could be considered alongside the budget process.

Councillor C. Gwyther entered the Chamber at 6.55 pm.

PART 3 .PLANNING.

Councillors S. Perkins, K. Becton and A. Wilcox declared an interest  as County Councillors and took no further part of the discussions.
169. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

08/0812/LB
Milford Haven Port Authority

Western Hangar



Gorsewood Drive



Pembroke Port



Hakin





Pembroke Dock





Milford Haven




Pembrokeshire



SA73 3ER




Erection of sign


PROPOSED by Councillor A McNaughton



SECONDED by Councillor C Gwyther.



RESOLVED 



That the Town Council support the application.

08/0807/PA
Mrs P. J. Revill



1,Lewis Street



Thistlemead




Pembroke Dock



Merlins Cross




Pembrokeshire



Lower Lamphey Road, Pembroke

Erection of 2 storey, 

3 bedroom dwelling

The Town Clerk stated that the record of the meeting of the Planning Sub Committee should show that Councillor R. Watts declared an interest and took no further part in the discussion on the application. This was because he was a relative of the applicant.


PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs



SECONDED by Councillor S Beasley



RESOLVED 

The Town Council noted that although off street parking is not provided it was felt that there was sufficient off street parking and some limited residents parking. The revised plans show that the front of the proposed building blends in with surrounding property. The privacy issues applying to the property behind the proposed house appear to have been addressed by building of a  1.8 metre fence around the garden. Concern was expressed by the lack of frosted windows to the side of the property, the Town Council suggested that frosted windows to the stairwell would improve privacy. Provided that these issues are addressed the Town Council would recommend that this application be supported.
08/0816/AD
Milford Haven Port Authority

Eastern Hangar,



Gorsewood Drive

   

Pembroke Port



Hakin





Pembroke Dock





Milford Haven




Pembrokeshire





SA73 3ER




Erection of sign



PROPOSED by Councillor D Esmond


SECONDED by Councillor S Beasley


RESOLVED 



That the Town Council support the application
08/0813/LB
Milford Haven Port Authority

Eastern Hangar



Gorsewood Drive



Pembroke Port



Hakin





Pembroke Dock



Milford Haven




Pembrokeshire



SA73 3ER




Erection of sign



PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs


SECONDED by Councillor A McNaughton


RESOLVED 



That the Town Council support the application

08/0818/PA
Milford Haven Port Authority

Western Hangar



Gorsewood Drive



Pembroke Port



Hakin





Pembroke Dock



Milford Haven




Pembrokeshire




SA73 3ER




Erection of sign



PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs


SECONDED by Councillor A. McNaughton



RESOLVED



That the Town Council support this application

170. PLANNING DECISIONS

08/0068/PA
Demolition of existing garage to provide extended restaurant area/new toilets and kitchen/cellar to pub , constructing 1 no. one bed two person unit in rear garden – Shipwright, 1, Front Street, Pembroke Dock - approved
08/0497/PA
Erection of dwelling – Outline – Land adjacent to 2 Trinity Road, Pembroke Dock. –approved
08/0621/PA 
Erection of one pair of semi-detached dwellings – Plot 32, The Point, Pennar, Pembroke Dock. – refused

105.  SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
PART 1 – GENERAL.

171. PEMBROKESHIRE VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION.

Members were aware of the request made at the last meeting for assistance to help look after the vehicle which was to be based within Pembroke Dock. The Town Clerk was asked to obtain some further information on the organisation and details follow:-

Users of the Vehicle from Pembroke Dock.

Llanion Communities First

Pembroke Dock Community Learning Centre

Pembroke Dock Primary School

Pembroke Dock Darby and Joan Club

Residents Support Group Apley Lodge Residential Care Home

Residents Support Group Pembroke Haven Residential Care Home

Pembroke Arts Club

Pembroke Dock Sewing Club

Army Cadet Corps

All groups / organisations who use the vehicle must be registered charities or non profit making organisations / groups.

There are approximately 31 groups from South Pembrokeshire who have used the vehicle in the period from January to August 2008.

Councillor K. Becton commented that there must be alternative ways to fund the costs involved in maintaining the bus. She was concerned that if the Council agrees to providing the services of the caretaker that this would set  a precedent for other organisations.
Councillor A McNaughton suggested that the people driving the bus could maintain it.

Councillor C Gwyther stated as 70% of the people that benefit from the use of this bus live outside Pembroke Dock and therefore it does not meet the criteria as laid down by the Council for donations.




PROPOSED by Councillor K. Becton




SECONDED by Councillor C Gwyther




RESOLVED




That the Council does not provide any help with the maintenance 




of this bus.
PART 2 – CORRESPONDENCE.
172. REVIEW OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTION REPORTS 2008.

The Town Clerk attached as Appendix D a copy of a letter received from the Local Boundary Commission for Wales. The results show that in Pembrokeshire there was one Community Councillor per 156 electors against a Wales average of 1:194 electors. The number of vacant seats after the election was 98 for Pembrokeshire a rate of 16% against a Wales average of 13%. There was no contest in 75% of the seats against a Wales average of 68%.The Town Clerk brought members attention to the comments made under the heading “Implications” about the democratic processes.

173. REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

(a) URDD GOBAITH CYMRU.

I have received a request from Urdd Gobaith Cymru who are seeking financial support towards the costs of holding their annual Eisteddfod which in 2009 is to be held in Cardiff. The annual accounts for 2006/7 year for this organisation are in order; however, they have not supplied information on the application form about their activities / members within the town. In 2006/7 year the organisation made a surplus of £607,655 and had reserves of £5,574,107 with a further sum of £2,198,728 in restricted funds and £201,970 in endowment funds.




PROPOSED by Councillor K. Becton



SECONDED by Councillor D. King




RESOLVED




That no donation is made top this organisation as it did not meet 




the criteria set out by the Town Clerk

(b) MISS. CLAIRE LONGHURST.

The above named person has made an application for a donation towards the Charity “Scope”. She was to take part in the London Marathon in April and was seeking sponsorship for her run from individuals and organisations locally. She took part in her first London Marathon in April 2007 and was participating in the Cardiff Half Marathon this month. She states that she is originally from Pembroke Dock but was now living in Milford Haven. Her only sister Marie was born with Cerebral Palsy and was severely disabled and died in December 1998.

Councillor K. Becton felt that the Council should not make a donation to this person.
The Town Clerk told the Council that he felt that this request did not meet the criteria as set down by the Town Council for donations.




PROPOSED by Councillor C. Gwyther




SECONDED by Councillor D. King




RESOLVED




No grant award be made in this case as it did not meet the criteria 




for considering an award.
PART 3 -  PLANNING 

174. WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION

08/0640/PA
The First and Last, London Road, Pembroke Dock,SA72 6TX 

175. PLANNING DECISIONS
08/0585/PA
Proposed link extension between house and garage – 36, St Patrick’s Hill, Llanreath, Pembroke Dock, Pembrokeshire. SA72 6XQ – approved

08/0613/PA
Erection of semi-detached house with off-road parking and erection of porch to No 74 Stranraer Road with off-road parking – No 74 & land adjacent to, 74, Stranraer Road, Pennar, Pembroke Dock, Pembrokeshire. - approved 

Councillor K Becton left the Chamber at 7.06 pm.

107. JANE GIBSON   PRESENTATION ON SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS

Ms Gibson outlined what the agreements could contain.
When a planning application is made for more than 3 dwellings this should trigger a Section 106 agreement and a fair and  reasonable contribution to the loss of any local amenities could be agreed. Ms Gibson highlighted the process of consultation that should take place as a result of a 106 agreement being initiated.
Councillors used the planning application that was made by Martello Quays as an example of how a 106 agreement could have helped the community of Pembroke Dock.

The Councillors felt that opportunity was lost due to the lack of consultation between the Town Council and the County Council.

There was also a feeling amongst the Council that money gained by a section 106 agreement needed to be used in the community affected by a planning application and not absorbed into the general coffers of the County Council for services it was obliged to provide.
The initial view of members was that the consultation documents which had been issued by the County Council on potential section 106 agreements needed to be more defined. Mrs Gibson explained that there are now County Council Officers who have the responsibility to be involved with the local communities when a section 106 agreement is initiated by a planning application. This should mean consultation with Town and Community Councils within the appropriate area concerned.
Ms Gibson was thanked by the Town Council for her attendance at the meeting on this issue.

108. REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL OFFICER


20. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts are submitted for approval of payment:-


100
British Telecom – Telephone Charges


£76.19

101
Talk Talk- Telephone Calls




£16.36



102
I. Jones – Hire of Rotivator




£35.25



103
Petty cash






£100.00

104
Konica Minolta – Photocopying



£201.72


105
The Consortium - Desk and Filing Cabinet

            £318.43


106
Fencing – Tank





£84.60


107
Computer Support





£420.00


108
BT – Telephone Charges




£55.15


109
Computer Repairs





£157.95



21. INTERNET PAYMENTS

The following accounts were paid on line during the month of September 2008:-

01/09/2008
Smartstamp – Postage





£35.00

16/09/2008
Talk Talk – Telephone calls




£11.27



Wages, Salaries, Tax and NI



         £4046.84

The Town Clerk reported that the Computer repairs referred to an office computer that had met with an accident, and it may be possible to recover the repair costs from the Council’s insurance.

Councillor C Gwyther asked how much longer the fencing for the tank would be required, the Town Clerk stated that the tank should be moved by January 2009.He had noted members earlier views at previous Town Council Meetings that if it was not removed soon it would need to be disposed of as scrap. He had already had one enquiry about purchase as scrap.

PROPOSED by Councillor C Gwyther


SECONDED by Councillor D King




RESOLVED


That the Town Council approve payment of Accounts numbered 100 – 109 and 


the internet payments shown above.

109. REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES.

Councillor D King reported that there was to be a police forum meeting held the following week so if any Councillor had any issues to be referred to the forum to contact him in time.

Councillor C Gwyther reported that she had attended a meeting of the Townscape Heritage Steering Group. The Sunderland Trust was considering taking over the Garrison Chapel, so it had been agreed by the County Council and the Steering Group not to market the property for 6 months to enable The Sunderland Trust to put together a Business Plan and funding arrangements.
110. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE MAYOR DECIDES AS URGENT
No member had any item for discussion under this heading.
111. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Town Clerk asked the Council to decide on the venue for the Christmas meal.

There were 5 venues considered , on a majority  taken it was agreed to organize the meal at The Shipwright Inn on December 5th. 

The Town Clerk would organize the menu to be circulated to all Councillors and staff with responses to be made by all within 14 days.

Councillor A Wilcox asked the Town Clerk whether he had written enquiring about flashing speed roadside signs, the Clerk apologised that this had not been done but would do that as soon as possible.

112. PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL



PROPOSED by Councillor A. McNaughton



SECONDED by Councillor K. Higgs



RESOLVED 



That the public and press be excluded from the meeting under the Public

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

The meeting ended at 19.55hrs.
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