                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             At a Meeting of Pembroke Dock Town Council held at the Pater Hall, Pembroke Dock on Thursday 29th October 2009.

PRESENT:


Councillor M. Colgan (Deputy Mayor), 

C Fortune, S Perkins, Kate Becton

D. King, A. McNaughton, E Cook

D Esmond, P Kraus, D Humphreys

IN ATTENDANCE:


Moira Saunders- Town Clerk 


Sarah Scourfield- Assistant Town Clerk
95.  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors P E George (Mayor), P. G Gwyther, T Wilcox, C Gwyther and K Higgs.
96.
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.

97.
MINUTES

Councillor A McNaughton stated that his comments were missing from the Police Liaison discussion regarding the skateboarders in Albion Square. Councillor A McNaughton’s comments were

 “Local residents were at their wits end and that the residents had received abuse from the large groups of youths and had seen parents dropping of youngsters”
It was



PROPOSED by Councillor D Esmond




SECONDED by Councillor D King




RESOLVED - 

That the Minutes of 08th October 2009 were adopted as a true record.
98.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a)
Minute 116 Village Green Status on Land in Pennar
Councillor C Fortune questioned if there was any development on this matter as notices had been erected on the land. The Town Clerk informed the Council that the application is currently with Pembrokeshire County Council.
(b) Minute 96 (b) Refuse Bags
Councillor S Perkins asked Councillor D King whether the issue regarding the refuse bags had been resolved. Councillor D King informed the Council that the issue had been sorted. Councillor S Perkins informed the Council that Councillor D King and herself had been working on getting the wheelie bin replaced and that they would monitor the matter.
(c) Minute 94 (e) Essex Road
Councillor S Perkins informed the Council that she had checked on this matter about 8 months ago and stated that nothing needed to be done and nothing could be done. She stated that Pembrokeshire County Council informed her that unless there were a large number of accidents then nothing could be done and that the speeding vehicles were not above what it should be. Councillor A McNaughton stated that the issue was that the mini roundabout was not being used properly. Councillor S Perkins stated that she uses the roundabout everyday and stated that people do not give way when they should. The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had contacted John Price from Pembrokeshire County Council regarding Essex Road and he stated that even though people are misusing the roundabout it is slowing the speed of the traffic.
99.
REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

PART 1 – GENERAL
124. Consultative Committee Meeting Report-Safe Haven

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had attached a copy of her report of the above meeting as Appendix A. She stated that the committee had met and considered the documents received from Safe Haven. She requested Council approval of the report so that she may send Safe Haven the comments of the Town Council.
It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor S Perkins 





SECONDED by Councillor C Fortune

RESOLVED - That the Town Clerk forward the report from the consultative committee to Safe Haven
125. Convergence Bid, Pembroke and Pembroke Dock Physical Regeneration 

        Bids

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had attached a copy of the letter as Appendix B. She stated that she noted that there were 3 projects based in Pembroke Dock but there was no representation from the town on this committee. The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had emailed Mr Tubervill and asked why and could he explain more about the project. The Town Clerk informed the Council that she received the following answer:-

The discussions in Pembroke required specific early discussion the proposals for Pembroke Dock are already further advanced but I will need to ask your Council for a letter of support. So will be in touch.

The Town Clerk stated that she is awaiting further contact from Mr. Tubervill.

126. Open Spaces Society- Autumn Newsletter

The Town Clerk informed the Council that this was placed on the table on the RHS of the Chamber for perusal by Members.

127. Valuation Office Agency- Rateable Value of the Town Council’s Offices.

The Town Clerk stated informed the Council that she had received notification from the Valuation Office Agency that the rateable value of the offices is £4750. She stated that she was aware that these are new valuations as some other businesses on Dimond Street have received them as well. She stated that this will take effect from 1st April 2010. Councillor S Perkins commented that Narberth did not have any rates for a long time so this has brought them in line with traders from other towns. The Town Clerk informed the Council that the rates in Pembroke were even higher.
128. PIPPA Post – Autumn edition

The Town Clerk informed the Council that this was placed on the table on the RHS of the Chamber for perusal by Members.

129. Withyhedge Landfill & Recycling Facility Open day.

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had received notification of an open day to be held on 28th October 2009. She stated that at a recent PDEAT meeting Mr Hywel Gibbs gave a presentation about the system in place at WithyHedge and the County Council’s plans towards recycling and informed the Council that at this very interesting presentation it was clear that as a group the Town Council could organise a visit to this facility. The Town Clerk questioned as to if anyone would be interested in visiting the site. 
Councillor M Colgan suggested that there should be a show of hands. Councillor C Fortune and M Colgan agreed that they would like to visit the site.
130. Vacancies on the Town Council.

Central Ward

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had been notified by the Elections office in County Hall that Mr David Humphreys had been elected without a contest to the seat.

Llanion Ward

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had been notified by the Elections Office in County Hall that this vacancy can be filled by co-option. She stated that members needed to specify how the vacancy should be filled.
Councillor S Perkins stated that previous co-option vacancies were filled by inviting people interested to come and talk to the Council. The Town Clerk questioned if the Council would be happy for her to advertise the post and get applicants to write in to which the Council agreed. The Town Clerk stated that she would put out an advertisement with a closing date of a fortnight.
131. Off Street Parking Places Variation Order 2010 

The Town Clerk stated that she had received the first public notice from the County Council. She stated that she had consulted with the Mayor and put together a poster giving information about objecting to the charges and the deadline. She stated that she had made this available to the Chamber of Trade for distribution.

132. Fair Trade Wales- October Bulletin.

The Town Clerk informed the Council that this was placed on the table on the RHS of the Chamber for perusal by Members.

PART – 2 PLANNING
133. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Councillor S Perkins & K Becton declared an interest and did not take any part in the voting
09/0527/PA

Mr Mark Williams

17 Argyle Street




17 Argyle Street

Pembroke Dock




Pembroke Dock

SA72 6HL

SA72 6HL
Construction of a garage to rear 

It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor C Fortune





SECONDED by Councillor D King

RESOLVED - That the Town Council support this application

Councillor C Fortune declared and interest and did not take any part in the voting

09/0468/PA

Mr A Scourfield

Land at 6 Britannia Road




6 Britannia Road

Pembroke Dock 




Pembroke Dock 

SA72 6QE




SA72 6QE


Erection of dwelling


It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor D King 





SECONDED by Councillor A Mcnaughton

RESOLVED - That the Town Council do not support this application due to the adverse visual impact due to the size of the property compared to existing properties
Councillor A McNaughton declared an interest and did not take any part in the voting
09/0606/PA

Mr Carl Bentley

Pater Hall




Pembroke Design LTD
Lewis Street




5/7 Picton Place

Pembroke Dock




Haverfordwest

SA72 6DD

SA61 2LE
Access alterations, two external doors new disabled ramps/esternal pavement and internal alterations to layout.
It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor C Fortune





SECONDED by Councillor D Esmond

RESOLVED - That the Town Council Support this application

134. PLANNING DECISIONS
09/0350/AD- Erection of Signs – Lidl Uk Gmbh, Pier Road, Pembroke Dock, SA72 6TR- Refused
1.
The proposed advertisement would have a detrimental visual impact upon the character and appearance of the conservation area. The size of the advertisements would be incongruous in the surrounding area as such the proposal is contrary to policy 87 of the Joint Unitary Development Plan for Pembrokeshire.

09/0404/PA- Erection to dwelling (Outline) – Land Adj to 2 Stranraer Lane, Pennar, Pembroke Dock – Refused

1. The proposal will result in a form of development that, due to its scale, height and siting, will result in an adverse visual impact within the street to the detriment of the prevailing character of the locality. As such, the proposal will not be well designed, and will fail to accord with policies 7, 46 and 76 of the Joint Unitary Development Plan(Adopted 2006), TAN12-Design, and guidance in the Principles of Good design in Residential Development SPG.

09/0379/PA - Erection of one dwelling – Land adjoining 39 Waterloo Road, Pembroke Dock - Granted
09/0387/PA- First floor extension & alterations to form 2 storey dwelling – 86A Military Road, Pennar, Pembroke Dock, SA72 6SG - Granted
89. SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

PART 1 – GENERAL.
135. Provision of a skate board park and dirt track for bikes in the Memorial Park

The Town Clerk stated that as most Members were aware there have been some concerns expressed by residents of Albion Square because there have a large number of young people skateboarding. She stated that she knew that the local Councillors, the police and her office have received telephone calls on the subject. 

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she was approached by PCSOs Kelly John and Nadia Sullivan about the issue, she stated that they had a meeting that included Sue Perkins, representing the Park Committee. The Town Clerk informed the Council that the PCSOs have tried to move the youngsters away from the area of Albion Square but as there is no facility within the Town for the young people to use their skate boards the officers are having difficulty in convincing them to move on. She stated that as the officers rightly pointed out if the young people are moved on then they are likely to move to a different area of the town that they deem suitable for their skate boarding. She stated that this problem is town wide not just in one ward and that the young people come from all areas of the Town.

The Town Clerk informed the Council that what the PCSOs were suggesting is that a dedicated skate park is constructed within the Town for the youngsters to use. She stated as Members know the Memorial Park committee are aiming to take over some areas in the park in order to develop play parks and part of those intentions were to include a dirt track for bikes to use. She stated that it is feasible that the creation of a skate park could be included in these plans.

Councillor Sue Perkins stated that she felt that the County Council are reluctant to fund any maintenance for the areas that the Town Council take over. The Town Clerk stated that she had spoken to an officer in Cardiff County Council who deals with all aspects of both dirt tracks for bikes and skate parks and he had given her some figures. Councillor S Perkins commented that Cardiff County Council currently provide these facilities and they are very low maintenance. She stated that the bike track consists of bumps and mounds etc and they have no lasting damage which could be done to the area. Councillor S Perkins commented that the Park Committee have no ongoing funding for the maintenance but stated that work could commence straight away if the Town Council agree to take on the maintenance costs.
The Town Clerk informed the Council that for the maintenance of a dirt track for bikes the maintenance costs are very low but could be up to £500 a year. She stated that there would need to be regular safety checks, say monthly for close inspections and weekly a visual check and suggested that this could be provided by the Town Council Handyman. Councillor K Becton commented that she was concerned with the maintenance issues she stated that the handyman is already busy and could not do everything and commented that it seems like a lot of money every year.
The Town Clerk stated that for the maintenance of a skate park, the cost of annual maintenance is up to £1000 and, again the safety checks would need to be in place as detailed before. She stated that Obviously both tracks would have to be covered by public liability insurance and she informed the Council that she had contacted Zurich, the Council’s insurers to obtain a ‘ball park ‘figure. She stated that the estimate is the Council would need to pay up to an extra £500 a year.

The Town Clerk stated that the capital cost of building both tracks is not huge, but before the Memorial Park committee can obtain funding, the ongoing costs of maintenance and insurance need to be agreed by the Town Council, the costs of maintenance are not big and she suggest can be easily afforded by the Town Council.

She stated that as everyone knows these provisions will not happen over night but the constructions costs are not huge so the projects are viable and could be progressed fairly quickly. 

Councillor E Cook commented that anything for the youngsters should be rejoiced, as all the play equipment is being taken away. She stated that there is a bike club in Pennar and commented that all the youngsters are lovely, she informed the Council that a lot of the youngsters go to Milford Haven to use their facilities as there are none in Pembroke Dock.
The Town Clerk commented that if representatives of the young people are included in the design of the facilities then the building of these tracks could help resolve the issue of ‘there is nowhere to go and nothing to do’ which is repeated by many young people of the Town. She stated that these facilities would hopefully take more of the young people off the streets and avoid the behaviour that is seen as anti social by residents.

The Town Clerk informed the Council that the Memorial Park Committee are looking for the support of the Town Council in that they will agree to pay the maintenance costs of both the dirt track and the skate park, this to include the cost of public liability insurance.

Councillor C Fortune questioned why the youngsters are not using the half pipe and could the skateboard park be positioned next to the Youth Club instead, Councillor S Perkins stated that it is too dangerous for the youngsters to use and that there is plenty of room to the rear of the park next to the tennis courts for the bike track to be positioned.
Councillor D King questioned in the evenings if there would be a need for lighting, the Town Clerk commented that she had been informed other tracks had not been lit deliberately so it would not encourage the youngsters at night. Councillor C Fortune commented maybe a park keeper would be needed.

After further discussion the Town Council Voted the results were:

For the proposal – 8 Councillors

Against the proposal- 1 Councillor

Abstain from voting- Councillor K Becton
It was:


PROPOSED by Councillor E Cook




SECONDED by Councillor P Kraus

RESOLVED - That the Town Council Support in principle that the maintenance costs of running a skateboard park and bike track are covered by the Town Council.
135. European Convergence Fund Bid of Pembroke and Pembroke Dock

The Town Clerk stated that she had received a letter from Mr John Tubervill of the County Council containing notes of a meeting where this funding bid was discussed. She stated that the schemes being considered contained 3 projects based in Pembroke Dock. She stated that she contacted Mr Tubervill to clarify the situation.

The Town Clerk informed the Council that this funding is available to areas of depravation and the main area falling into this category is Monkton in Pembroke.  The three schemes proposed in Pembroke Dock are:-

a. The bus/rail interchange and associated works at Pembroke Dock station and links to supermarket car parks.

b. The extension of the Garrison Chapel to provide an amenity block to make the building capable of effective use to the benefit of the community

c. The Mechanics Institute, a building for the community both historically and for the future.

She informed the Council that the funding from this European ’Pot’ gives 40% of the costs involved. In Pembroke Dock the idea is to try and gain some of the 60% needed to progress these projects from the existing THI money.  For example if THI money allows for 20 properties to be upgraded then with this funding the number of properties could go up to 25. More work has to be carried out to clarify business plans and potential community uses of the schemes suggested.

Mr Turbervill was present in the meeting, Councillor S Perkins stated that maybe it would be better to direct questions to Mr Turbervill.

Mr Turbervill commented that there are 4 projects in Pembroke Dock which fitted the criteria of the Objective One program. He stated that are looking at the bus/rail interchange, looking at new access to the old railway lines from Water Street they have been looking at this for the passed 18 months he stated this would hopefully alleviate the traffic at Tesco lights as this would be a direct link to Tesco. The Garrison Chapel they are hoping to install new kitchen and toilets so the building can be used, they are currently liasing with Sunderland Trust to make it a themed attraction. The Mechanics institute they are currently looking for 1/3 of costs to do improvements, they are currently looking into different funding sources for this.
Councillor D King commented that it would be good for the town as it would offset the loss of parking and would bring people back into the town. Councillor E Cook questioned if the bus/rail interchange would link with the Ferry, as there are always people at train station looking for ferry terminal not realising how far away it is, Mr Turbervill commented that this could possibly be incorporated. Councillor S Perkins commented that she would support it, but took some offence that the notice was sent out to Pembroke Councillors and not Pembroke Dock Councillors.

After further discussion it was agreed to support the proposal.

136. Remembrance Sunday
This is just to remind members that this year Remembrance Sunday will be 8th November 2009. The parade will start at 2.30 pm and the wreaths to be laid at approximately 3.00pm at St John’s. Councillor D King commented that the arrangements last year did not go very well and questioned if the Town Clerk could liase with the British Legion and send out details to Councillors to which the Council agreed.
137. Cleaner/relief Caretaker

The Town Clerk informed the Council that the interviews to appoint a cleaner will be taking place on Monday 2nd November 2009.

138. Proposed development on land at Bush Hill and Buttermilk Lane, Pembroke
The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had received a copy of a letter written to the Director of Development regarding a application for outline planning permission to build up to 150 properties. She stated that the Town Council had not received this application as the land lies in Pembroke, the piece of land that the proposal refers to lies between Bush Hill and Buttermilk Lane. The Town Clerk informed the Council that the objection raised by Mr D J H George states that 150 houses will overload the roads and junctions in the vicinity. Councillor K Becton and S Perkins declared an interest. Councillor D King commented that it would be hard to comment on the application without seeing the plans.
139. South Area Liaison Meeting
The Town Clerk informed the Council that this is to be held on Tuesday 24th November 2009 at 7.00 pm in Hundleton Village Hall. She stated that the areas of discussion will be:

The Local Development Plan

Community Plan

Traffic Flow Alleviation-Maidenwells Road Improvement

140. Planning Application- Former Silcox Garage, London Road by Aldi
The Town Clerk stated that this will be heard by the Planning and Public Rights of Way Committee on October 3rd November 2009 should any member wish to attend. Councillor K Becton commented that this meeting will only be concerning the boundary walls and protection of trees.
141. Wear Point Wind Farm – Planning application by Infinergy

Councillor K Becton declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting
The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had received correspondence from a group of residents who live in Llanreath objecting to this application. She stated that they have included a document outlining their objections and they are asking that the Town Council contact the County Council to object to this Wind Farm. She stated that the objections must be with the County Council by 27th November 2009. Councillor K Becton declared and interest.
The Town Clerk questioned do members want to consider the documents and come back to the next Town Council meeting?

Do members want to refer the documents to the Consultative Committee and for that committee to report to the next Town Council?

Do members not want to consider the document and support the application by Infinergy?

Councillor E Cook commented that as the meeting was low on Members then maybe this should be deferred to the next meeting on 19th November, to which the Council agreed.
142. Are we being served? – a document reporting on recruitment, retention and development of Councillors in Wales

The Town Clerk informed the Council that she had been made aware of this document by One Voice Wales and it is an extensive document that needs a response by 27th November2009. She questioned if members agree can this document be referred to the Consultative committee?
It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor A McNaughton





SECONDED by Councillor D Esmond

RESOLVED - That the Town Council agree this document is referred to the Consultative Committee.

143. Planning Committee of the Town Council 

The Town Clerk stated that at a recent meeting of this committee only one Councillor was able to attend and the Town Council felt that the meeting should not take place. She stated that on investigation, she suggested 

a.  That the quorum for this meeting should be 3 members

b.  That the committee should be increased in number to 5 members 

d. The  first item on the next Planning Committee agenda should be the election of a chairperson

It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor A McNaughton





SECONDED by Councillor D King

RESOLVED - That the Town Council agree for Councillor D Humphreys to join the Planning Committee.
PART – 2 PLANNING
145. Planning Applications
09/0563/PA

Mrs Maureen Robertson
Jumping Bean, Childs Day Nursery




Old School House

Hawkstone Road



Victoria Road


Pembroke Dock




Pembroke Dock

SA72 6HN




SA72 6HN


Erection of Porch

It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor D King




SECONDED by Councillor C Fortune
RESOLVED - That the Town Council Support this application

Councillor C Fortune declared an interest and took no part in the voting
09/0560/PA

Mr & Mrs Smith

72 Stranrear Road




72 Stranrear Road

Pembroke Dock




Pembroke Dock 

SA72 6RX




SA72 6RX


Erection of Dwelling
It was:



PROPOSED by Councillor A McNaughton




SECONDED by Councillor D Esmond
RESOLVED - The Town Council recommend this application is not supported as will result in an adverse visual impact within the street to the detriment of the prevailing character of the locality
146. Planning Decisions

09/0452/PA- Change of use from use Class A1 to part A1 (shops), Part A3 (restaurants/cafes) and part D1 (Non residential Institutions)- 13-15 Dimond Street, Pembroke Dock SA72 6JA – Granted

09/0400/PA – Erection of 2no semi detached dwellings and one detached dwelling with access road- plot adj Fern Villa, Owen Street, Pennar, Pembroke Dock, SA72 6SL- Granted
100.
FINANCIAL REPORT


9.
Accounts for Payment

Councillor A McNaughton declared an interest and did not take any part in the voting
The following accounts were submitted for approval of payment:

	‌88
	Moira Saunders - Travel Expenses
	£87.14

	89
	WP Lewis & sons- Car Hire
	£75.00

	90
	Jewsons
	£96.99

	91 
	Poppy Wreaths x 5
	£97.50

	92
	Blachere illuminations - Snowman Lights
	£645.40

	93
	Pc Doctor
	£70.00



	94
	Secretarial service- Sarah Fletcher minutes of meeting 08/10/09
	£27.00


The Town Clerk asked for the following additional accounts to be approved:


	95
	BT- Rental and Call Charges
	£95.25

	96
	Konica Minolta
	£91.99



10.
Internet Payments


01/09/2009
Smartstamp - Postage



   £40.00

Salaries, Wages, Tax and NI


            £4315.79
It was:


PROPOSED by Councillor D Esmond



SECONDED by Councillor E Cook
RESOLVED - 




That the Town Council approve payment of 




Accounts numbered 88-96 and internet payments.

101.
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES SERVING ON 
OUTSIDE BODIES

 (a)
Personnel Meeting

Councillor S Perkins informed the Council that the Personnel Committee had met and the minutes would be ready for the next Council meeting.
(b) Age Concern
Councillor M Colgan stated that she had attended a meeting with Age Concern team and they had informed her that they are starting a service, where the elderly can apply for help with cleaning. She also stated that they would be starting a podiatry clinic for the elderly too.
102.
ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE MAYOR DECIDES AS URGENT

No member had any item for discussion under this heading.
103.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a) Drains in Llanreath 

Councillor P Kraus stated that he has received complaints from residents of Llanreath regarding the drains overflowing. Councillor A McNaughton commented that he had also received a complaint from a resident in Llanreath regarding the pavements being the same height as the road. The Town Clerk stated that she had passed the complaints onto Pembrokeshire County Council but has received no feedback.
(b) Pump House
Councillor K Becton questioned whether the pump house would be painted as it hasn’t been done since we took it over as its important it is maintained. The Town Clerk stated that she had been liasing with the Caretaker who feels the fascias need replacing and plans for the work to be done in the Spring. She questioned if the building was a listed building, Councillor K Becton commented that it probably is not listed.
(c)
Food Hygiene Article
Councillor E Cook commented on an article on the front page of the Western Telegraph regarding premises which were not listed on the food hygiene list. She commented that other areas have a website where users can check if companies are on the food hygiene list and hold a valid certificate. Councillor D Esmond stated that this will be happening in Pembrokeshire soon.
(d)
Old Spar in Dimond St
Councillor E Cook questioned why the lights are being left on the old Spar building in Dimond Street, she stated that it looks awful and not helping with the carbon footprint and questioned why they need to leave so many lights on. Councillor D King stated that the lights are left on to discourage vandals. Councillor S Perkins stated that we do not have control over private businesses.
(e)
Xmas Dinner
Councillor C Fortune questioned if Christmas Dinner had been arranged for this year. The Town Clerk stated that it is all in hand and currently being arranged.
(f)
Street Signs
Councillor D King commented on the street signs and road names going missing and questioned if there had been any response from Pembrokeshire County Council. The Town Clerk stated that she would email Pembrokeshire County Council to find out if there was any progress on this matter.
 The meeting ended at 19.55hrs








________________









       Mayor
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