                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             At a Meeting of Pembroke Dock Town Council held at the Pater Hall, Pembroke Dock on Thursday 25th February 2010

PRESENT:


Councillor P George (Mayor), M Colgan, C Fortune

D Esmond, P Kraus, D Humphreys, P Gwyther, 

A McNaughton, K Higgs, S Perkins,

E Cook, T Wilcox, K Becton, W Rees


IN ATTENDANCE:


Moira Saunders- Town Clerk 


Sarah Scourfield- Assistant Town Clerk
135.  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillors C Gwyther.
136.
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public
137.
MINUTES
It was


PROPOSED by Councillor C Fortune



SECONDED by Councillor K Higgs



RESOLVED - 

That the Minutes of 04th February 2010 were adopted as a true record.
138.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Minute 159 Guidance on Appointments to External Bodies
The Town Clerk informed members that after a discussion with the Monitoring officer Pater Hall trustees have to apply for dispensation. She stated that the dispensation only lasts for 4 years and so after the 4 year term was up they would have to apply for dispensation again. The Town Clerk informed members that she had the necessary forms and would send them out to the relevant Councillors.

b) Minute 160 West Wales Car Club
Councillor S Perkins and E Cook took no part in the discussion as the chair of this organisation is known to them
The Town Clerk informed members that she had sent correspondence to the chair of the club regarding the wishes of the Town Council members and was still waiting a response. She stated that the Town Council had received a letter from Nick Ainger supporting the West Wales Car Club. Councillor T Wilcox stated that it was nothing to do with Nick Ainger and that the Criteria needed for the award of a grant was not met by West Wales Car Club.
It was

PROPOSED by Councillor T Wilcox




SECONDED by Councillor K Higgs

RESOLVED – That the Town Council make efforts to get the grant money back from West Wales Car Club
c) Minute 161 – Central Garage Site
The Town Clerk informed members that she had received an email from the Civic Society attaching a copy of a letter which they had sent to Pembrokeshire County Council stating their concerns over the land being built on and that they would like the land to stay as an open space. Councillor K Becton stated that she had been in contact with Richard Shepherd from Pembrokeshire Association of Local Councils and stated that he suggested looking towards getting the land declared as common land and he suggested that we speak with Lyn Thomas from Pembrokeshire County Council. Councillors agreed it would be worth discovering how long the land has been empty to determine if the Village Green approach could be used.
It was

PROPOSED by Councillor K Becton




SECONDED by Councillor A McNaughton

RESOLVED – That the Town Council contact Mr Richard Shepherd and pursue ways forward to making the area common land.

d) Minute 164- Pembroke Power Station.
Councillor S Perkins stated that she had the minutes from the meeting with Pembroke Power Station she stated that it is difficult to feedback some of the information but stated if anyone had any questions or wanted to see the minutes they were welcome. Councillor S Perkins went on to say that during the meeting they were assured that they are using British Firms as and when they can but stated that some specialised firms are needed for which they do have to look abroad.

e) Minute 165-Resignation of Councillor Doug King
The Town Clerk informed members that the advert for a new Councillor in Central Ward is currently being advertised. Councillor A McNaughton stated that there were committees with spaces that need to be filled. Councillor E cook stated that in a previous meeting she was nominated as a Governer for Pennar School and she stated that she did not wish to take on this position.
It was agreed Councillor T Wilcox and K Becton would attend the Police Liaision meetings and Councillor A McNaughton would fill the vacancy on the Personnel Committee.


f) Minute 171 Pater Hall Trust Planning Application 

The Town Clerk informed members that the Planning Application for the Pater Hall developments was put to council on 29th October 2009.

g) Minute 131 – Eligbility Criteria for Awarding Grants
The Town Clerk informed members that she had been recently contact by the Town Clerk in Pembroke who had received information on a way the Town Council could award grants to individuals. She stated that the way to approach the situation would be to increase the Mayoral allowance and pay individuals from there. Councillors agreed that individuals would be paid from the Mayoral Allowance heading and money to be transferred as and when needed.


h) Minute 134 – (c) Police Officer Presence
The Town Clerk stated that she had been in contact with Councillor D Esmond regarding the situation and asked him if he could bring it up at the next Dyfed Powys Police meeting. Councillor D Esmond stated that he had spoken with the Divisional commander and that he would phone Councillor Esmond back with a response but to date no response had been received.


i)
Minute 134 – (d) South Pembs Minor Injury Unit.

The Town Clerk informed members that she had received a letter from Withybush Hospital regarding the closing times of South Pembs Minor Injury Unit, she said that the letter stated that they were trying to cope with high levels of sickness and maternity leave and that was the reason behind the opening and closing hours. Councillor K Becton stated that we keep hearing of the Trusts difficulties but they are meant to be offering a service to the people of Pembroke Dock and that their focus is in the wrong direction. Councillor M Colgan stated that there is a sign at the front door of the building stating the opening hours and that when the unit is closed for people to attend Tenby Minor injury Unit instead, but questioned how do people without transport get to Tenby or even Withybush. It was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to the Local Health Board and Local Health Authority to raise concern over funding for staff and also write to Edwina Hart to express concerns.

j)
Minute 134- (j) Pembroke Dock Cricket Club
The Town Clerk informed members that she had been in contact with Pembrokeshire County Council who stated that the lease holder of the property was currently in negotiations with them. Councillor T Wilcox stated that the field is a designated play area and it would not be built on. Councillor P Kraus expressed concerns over facilities for the Cricket teams who play on the field he stated that the changing rooms were separate to the actual building but the toilet facilities were not.

139.
REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

232. Appointment of Mayor and Deputy Mayor Elect for 2010/2011

The Town Clerk stated that it was that time of the year when the appointment of the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor for the oncoming year was to be decided.
It was

PROPOSED by Councillor T Wilcox




SECONDED by K Becton

RESOLVED – That Councillor Maureen Colgan takes the appointment of Mayor for Pembroke Dock Town Council

It was

PROPOSED by Councillor T Wilcox




SECONDED by Councillor K Higgs

RESOLVED – That Councillor A McNaughton takes the appointment of Deputy Mayor for Pembroke Dock Town Council.

She informed members that it was also intended that the AGM of the Council would be held on 6th May 2010, but as the feeling was that the General Election would be held on that day she suggested that the AGM was postponed until the 13th May 2010 with the Civic Dinner being arranged for the Friday 14th May 2010.

Councillor S Perkins commented that maybe the Town Council should look into using the Pater Hall facilities for the civic events. She stated that the RNLI had prepared food events in Pembroke and it was more reasonable and also supported a local charity.
After discussion it was agreed that members were happy for the Civic dinner to take place in the Cleddau Bridge Hotel on May 14th 2010.

233. Armed Forces Day 2010

The Town Clerk informed members that this is to take place on June 26th of this year. She commented that she believed that last year it was agreed that the event should be held jointly with Pembroke Town and that it would alternate between being held in Pembroke Dock or Pembroke. The Town Clerk asked for agreement that this event takes place in Pembroke this year with the two Town Councils share the costs for the event. The Town Council agreed to share costs with Pembroke Town Council for the event.
234. Car Parking Charges in Pembroke Dock

The Town Clerk informed members that she had included the response received from the County Council regarding this issue as Appendix A. The Town Clerk questioned if members have any further comments or actions.
Councillor S Perkins informed members that she had a meeting with Ian Westley as requested by members of the council at a previous meeting. She stated that she pointed out in the meeting that it was suggested that people of Pembroke Dock could still park between Asda and St Govans centre free of charge. Councillor S Perkins pointed out to them that there was currently a planning application in for that land and once developed would not be useable for parking. Pembrokeshire County Council offered some alternative suggestions to help with more free parking around the town. The suggestions were

1.
Extend the parking bays in lower Meyrick Street onto the Old Central Garage site (extra 10 parking bays)

2.
Make a one way system around the Town which would enable them to Herringbone both sides of Meyrick Street.

After further discussion a vote was taken with 10 Councillors for and 3 Councillors Against to as Pembrokeshire County Council to look into putting herringbone parking in Meyrick Street.
235. Planning application decision for the old Coronation School

The Town Clerk stated that she had included the response received from the County Council as Appendix B and questioned if members had any comments. Councillor T Wilcox stated that the Town Council should write to the Assembly and ask them to call in the application. Councillor K Becton stated that from previous experience there should be 1 ½ car parking spaces to each unit. Councillor P Gwyther commented that the Town Clerk should write to Pembrokeshire County Council and question if it is standard policy for a delegated officer to overrule section 106.
It was

PROPOSED by Councillor K Becton




SECONDED by Councillor A McNaughton

RESOLVED – That the Town Council call in the application to the Welsh Assembly.
236. Argyle Street Medical Centre- email received 

The Town Clerk informed members that she had been contacted by Councillor S Perkins who had forwarded an email from Mr John Lewis. She stated that his email had been directed to the Assembly Member Edwina Hart.

The Town Clerk informed members that in the email Mr Lewis expresses his concerns about the new appointment system that has been set up by the Medical Centre management.Below is a copy of the email sent by Mr John Lewis
“‘Since December 2009 the practice has refused to give GP appointments to patients who present themselves at the surgery reception in person, insisting on exclusively telephonic communication using a 08444 number which can be expensive.

When this number is used, it can frequently take several calls of lengthy duration before any sensible contact can be established and even then it may be impossible to obtain an appointment.

 

The situation is exacerbated by the fact that if no appointment is available for that day the practice refuses to provide any future appointment, leaving the patient to again go through this cumbersome and expensive procedure on the following day or days.


 

I would therefore urge you to consult with this practice with a view to establishing:

 

1                 The provision of appointments to those patients wishing to attend in person

 

2                 The provision of appointments for a future date should no appointments be available on the day of contact

 

3                 The provision of a freephone number should the practice insist on a telephonic procedure of establishing appointments

 

I am sure you appreciate that the present system is quite unacceptable for a body providing such a vital service and denies reasonable choice for those wishing to use it.”

The Town Clerk stated that as members have considered the workings of the medical centre previously, Councillor S Perkins felt that this issue should be brought to the Members for their consideration. Councillor K Becton commented that the long list of instructions when phoning can be quite distressing especially when ill. Councillor T Wilcox commented that he thought crushing chest pains would be the first option when telephoning but stated that its not until option 4 or 5 they mention crushing chest pains. Councillor E Cook commented that the changes made to the appointment system are ok, but stated where it falls down is when they say all appointments are taken up and you have to call back the next day.
After further discussion 

It was

PROPOSED by Councillor K Becton




SECONDED by Councillor M Colgan

RESOLVED – That the Town Council take their concerns forward to the Local Health Board/ Community Health Council and Edwina Hart
237. Kidney Wales Foundation Walk for Life

The Town Clerk informed members that she had received a letter from a Mr. Rob Thomas of Bush Street asking the Council to make a donation to this event which is taking place in Tenby on March 28th 2010. The Kidney Wales Walk for Life is a series of walks that is happening all over Wales. Rosie Swales Pope will be starting this event from the Tenby leisure centre. The work of the Kidney Wales Foundation is essential in the research, support initiatives that help families, children and those affected by kidney disease. As someone who is affected by genetic kidney disease Mr. Thomas is trying to raise as much money as possible. Any donation from this council will be gratefully received and acknowledged in the Kidney Wales publications for the 2010 event and on their website.

After discussion it was agreed that the Town Council would not donate to Mr Rob Thomas as the request fell outside the criteria.
 

PART – 2 
238. PLANNING
Councillor S Perkins, K Becton and T Wilcox declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or vote
09/0936/PA 
Mrs Diana Bayliss

The Old Gas Showroom




The Old Stables

London Road




Market Street


Pembroke Dock 





Highbridge


Demolition of Exisiting 





Somerset


showroom & erection of a 









Dental practice.


It was

PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs




SECONDED by Councillor C Fortune

RESOLVED – That the Town Council support this application
239. PLANNING DECISIONS
08/0560/PA- Erection of 12 apartments – Land at Waterloo Road, Pembroke Dock – Granted 
09/0815/PA- Demolish existing outbuilding and erect new extension- 28 St Marys Road, Pembroke Dock, SA72 6HU – Granted
09/0797/PA – Demolition of existing extension and construction of two storey extension- 16 Market Street, Pembroke Dock, SA72 6XP- Granted 

09/0847/PA- Erection of retails units and 7 no. flats with associated parking, pedestrian space and landscaping – Land adj to Asda, Gordon Street, Pembroke Dock- Granted
09/0796/PA-Erection of two storey dwelling (detached)- rear of Harding House, Beach Road, Llanreath, Pembroke Dock SA72 6UT- granted
179. Planning Withdrawn

08/1268/LB- Re-siting of existing boundary fencing, - The Magazine Buiding, Llanion, Pembroke Dock

240. Planning Appeal

09/0240/PA- Land at Sloggets Hill, Pembroke Dock- Erection of 4 no Town Houses.

140.
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
241.  FERN – Freshwater East Reserve for Nature

The Town Clerk stated that she had received a letter from Mrs Vicky Tomlinson informing the Council that there is an inaugural meeting of this organisation on 29th March 2010. She stated that the reserve in question is the Local Nature Reserve sited in Freshwater East. The aims are ‘to conserve, manage and enhance the biodiversity of the Local Nature Reserve, comprising woodland, Dune Meadow, Dune and Wetland habitats and to promote the LNR for the enjoyment and education of the local community and visitors’.

The group are offering membership to anyone who is interested. The membership is free.
The Town Clerk informed members that she had applications forms if anyone is interested in joining this group.

242. Dogs being allowed off leads in the Memorial Park

The Town Clerk informed members that she had received an email from Mrs Sally Carroll of Prospect Place. She says that the one thing that spoils the pleasure of walking in the park is that people who allow their dogs to run unleashed. She goes on to say that she used to enjoy walking her dog in the Park but often other dog owners will  enter the park and allow the dog to run without being on a lead. Often these dogs are big dogs and both Mrs Carroll and her dog feel threatened by them. She asks whether a “please keep your dog on a lead” sign could be displayed and the threat of a fine might stop this happening.

Councillor S Perkins commented that the Town Council should write a letter to the dog warden and ask her to monitor the situation. Councillor T Wilcox stated that the law states dogs should be kept under control but it doesn’t state that they should be kept on a lead.

243. Pembrokeshire Whitsun Weekender
The Town Clerk stated that she had received a letter from Mr Keith Thompson (head coach Pembroke and Pembroke Dock swimming club). She informed members that he is asking the Town Council to become a sponsor of the event. The event is a swimming event which will take place in the new Leisure Centre in Haverfordwest. Any profit made by the event will be returned to local clubs and help finance better teaching and coaching, all of which is voluntary. Pembroke and district Amateur Swimming Club will benefit greatly from this meet and will continue to promote and represent the area in the sport of swimming.

To sponsor 5 events will cost £50. All sponsors will be included in the two day programme and be announced on the large rolling scoreboard throughout the meet. 
After discussion it was agreed that with the event being in Haverfordwest it is outside the Pembroke Dock area but commented that if the group contact Pembroke Dock Town Council when they have their Annual Championships in Pembroke and Pembroke Dock Leisure Centre then they would be happy to support the swimming team.
244. MHPA – Waterway Recreation Management Plan (First Draft)

The Town Clerk informed members that she had received copies of this plan and she suggested that it is referred to the Consultation committee. The Town Council agreed the documents should be referred to the Consultation Committee.
245. Planning Applications
Councillor S Perkins, K Becton and T Wilcox declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or vote
09/1046/CA 
Mrs Diana Bayliss

The Old Gas Showroom




The Old Stables

London Road




Market Street


Pembroke Dock 





Highbridge


Demolition of Exisiting 





Somerset


showroom & erection of a 









Dental practice.



It was

PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs




SECONDED by Councillor C Fortune

RESOLVED – That the Town Council support this application
141.
FINANCIAL REPORT


27.
Accounts for Payment


Councillor A McNaughton declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or vote
The following accounts were submitted for approval of payment:

	‌132
	PC Doctor- Computer Support
	£35.00

	133
	Bt internet services
	£158.83

	134
	Hasty Bite- Reception for Firefighters
	£111.63

	135
	The Consortium- Cleaning Gloves
	£8.10



28.
Internet Payments
	December
	Salaries, Wages, Tax and NI
	£3803.32


Bank Account balances as of 25th February 2010
Current Account

£ 5,913.41
Higher Interest Account
£ 32,348.36
It was:


PROPOSED by Councillor T Wilcox



SECONDED by Councillor C Fortune
RESOLVED - That the Town Council approve payment of 




Accounts numbered 132-135 and internet payments.

142.
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES SERVING ON 
OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor D Esmond stated that he had attended a Dyfed Powys Police meeting and had information on budget spends and future plans if anyone was interested.
The Mayor Councillor P George commented that she had attended an Assembly at the Pembroke Dock Community School to thank the children of the school for being awarded the Welsh Network of Healthy Schools Scheme National Quality Award. Councillor K Becton suggested the Town Council send a letter to Pembroke Dock Community school to congratulate them.
143.
ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE MAYOR DECIDES AS URGENT

No member had any item for discussion under this heading.
144.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Bush Street Chicanes
Councillor D Esmond stated that he had been approached by residents in the area regarding the parking of cars at the Chicanes on the Give Way side in Bush Street. He informed members that the Police had been called but cars were still parking there, and it is also causing issues for the buses as they are not able to get through. 
b) Speed Limit – Pembroke Road
Councillor W Rees informed members that a meeting had been held at Pembroke Comprehensive School regarding the speed of traffic on Pembroke Road. Pembroke Comprehensive School had approached Pembrokeshire County Council to ask if the speed limit could be reduced to 20mph but Pembrokeshire County Council commented that is not a school route and that no one stick to the speed limit anyway. After Further discussion it was agreed the Town Clerk would contact Pembrokeshire County Council to ask them for a speed reduction between 8am and 9 am in the morning and 3pm and 4pm in the afternoon to try and alleviate the situation.
c) Pater Hall Trust papers and Town Council Website minutes
Councillor P Gwyther informed members that the information regarding the Pater Hall Trust was on the table and urged members to read the information. He also mentioned the Town Council Website minutes which were also on the table for members and commented on the Website diary urging members to use the facilities available.
d) Police telephone number 101
Councillor K Becton informed members that she has had the need over the passed few weeks to use the new police number 101 she stated that it was very effective and congratulated the Police on their efforts.
e) Item for the agenda for the meeting of 18th March 2010

Councillor S Perkins stated that Pater Hall Trust needed to be added to the agenda for the next Town Council meeting.


f)
Memorial Park meeting

Councillor S Perkins informed members that the Memorial Park Group were due to meet on Friday 26th Feb at 10.30am in the Warrior Room in the Pater Hall. 
 The meeting ended at 20.15








________________









Mayor
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