PEMBROKE DOCK TOWN COUNCIL.

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOURISM COMMITTEE HELD IN THE MEYRICK SUITE, PATER HALL, PEMBROKE DOCK ON MONDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2008 AT 1900HRS (7.00pm).

Present:


Councillor Mrs P M George
(Chairman)





Councillor R G Watts





Councillor D King





Councillor A McNaughton





Councillor D Esmond





Councillor M Colgan





Councillor E Cook





Mr Andrew Johnstone 
(Community Web Project)





Mr James Parfitt  
(Pembroke Dock Chamber of Trade 

                         arrived 1942hrs)

In attendance:

Mr Ian Jones

(Town Clerk)

Apologies for absence:
Councillor Sue Perkins





Councillor S Beasley





Mr Don Earl

(Summer Festival Committee)





Ms Sarah Payne
(Llanion Communities First)

18. To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 6th October 2008.

The name of Councillor A McNaughton had been omitted from the minutes and his name was added to those present. With that amendment it was proposed by Councillor R G Watts and seconded by Councillor A McNaughton that the minutes be accepted as a true record.
19. Matters arising.

Mr Andrew Johnstone stated that he had tried to make contact with Mr Marc Tierney via Sarah Fletcher but had failed. Councillor R Watts suggested that it may be better that contact be made via Mr Lloyd Coles. In the minutes reference was made to “boiled sweets” being provided by the Chamber of Trade. The Chamber had decided that ordinary sweets would be provided. The Town Clerk stated that he had not been able to make progress on whether a Christmas Tree could be placed in the raised border near to the Library. The Area Maintenance Officer was awaiting a response from County Hall to see if this was possible. It was understood that the two lights in the raised bed still had a live electricity supply which could be used for the lights. It was suggested that the CCTV Camera nearby would help reduce any damage to the tree or lights. The Town Clerk was asked to make contact with the Police if the Library area was to become the Christmas Tree location 

20. Christmas 2008 events including the arrival of Father Christmas and the Synthetic Ice Rink.

The Town Clerk updated members on what had been arranged to date. A number of voluntary groups and charitable concerns had agreed to provide some stalls in the Pater Hall to co-incide with the Ice Rink. He suggested that such stalls should operate from 1000hrs to 1600hrs on the Saturday only. The Pater Hall Community Trust had agreed to purchase a new cooker for the Warrior Room and work was awaited on the provision of a new cooker point. The Town Clerk also stated that it was not possible for the necessary consultation etc to be concluded in time for Dimond Street to be designated as a Permitted Street for Street Trading. The cost to do so involved a consultation exercise with interested parties and an advertisement in a local paper on two successive weeks. The cost was likely to be a minimum of £1500. It was proposed by Councillor D King and seconded by Councillor M Colgan that if Dimond Street became a permitted street then consideration should be given to closing the street for street trading for a minimum of one day a month.

The Town Clerk stated that he would know next week when he attended the Chamber of Trade meeting whether the Chamber would be holding any competition to encourage attendance at the Ice Rink. The Town Clerk had written to a number of businesses within the town to see if there was any interest in sponsorship of the Ice Rink or in displaying banners around the rink itself. Reponses to the letter which had only recently been sent were awaited.

Mr Andrew Johnstone stated that the Web Committee would try and film some of the activities involving the Ice Rink so that this could be displayed on the Web site. For publicity Councillor R Watts would see if the Pembroke Town Crier would be willing to come into the town on Saturday 13th to advertise the events in the Pater Hall.

The Town Clerk was asked to see if members of the Choir of St. John’s Church would be willing to help with the singing around the tree. With regard to the sponsoring of a light on the tree the Town Clerk was awaiting further information from Marc Tierney. 
Councillor A McNaughton gave information about a similar scheme operating elsewhere in the UK which sought sponsorship for a Hospice. It was agreed that South Pembrokeshire Hospital should be one of the beneficiaries from the sponsorship together with a Children’s Charity which would be decided later. A list of suitable children’s’ charities would be drawn up for discussion at the next meeting. 
21. Bicentenary Events.

The Town Clerk asked members if they would like to think what sum this Committee thought was appropriate to put aside in the 2009/10 year towards events to make the 2014 bicentenary celebrations. There was a discussion as to whether there was a specific date in 1814 when the town was founded but it appeared there was not. Perhaps there was a need to designate an “Official Birthday”. Some enquiries would be made to try and determine the date the Centenary Lamp was “unfurled”. It would appear that the first houses in the town were in place at “Michaelmas” in 1814. The Town Clerk stated that it was the responsibility of this Committee to put forward to the Town Council such sum as it saw fit. It was then down to the Town Council as a whole to vary that sum if it wished. It was agreed that there should be an incremental approach to setting aside funds for the celebrations and that the sum to be set aside in 2009/10 should be £5000. At some point of time there would be a need to start seeking match funding from businesses / other grant making bodies. The possibility of employing a fundraiser or organiser / co-ordinator of events would also need to be discussed probably no later than the 2012/3 financial year.
22. Any other business.

There was no other business to be discussed.

23. Date of next meeting.

It was agreed that the next meeting be held on Monday 1st December at 1900hrs (7.00pm). Councillor M Colgan advised she would not be able to attend and she conveyed apologies in anticipation.

The meeting closed at 2030hrs (8.30pm)
