                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            At a Meeting of Pembroke Dock Town Council held at the Pater Hall, Pembroke Dock on Thursday 5th February 2009.


PRESENT:

Councillor R Watts (Mayor)


Councillors P. E. George, C. Gwyther, D. King, A. McNaughton,  S. Perkins, C. Fortune, P Gwyther, S. Beasley, D. Esmond, M. Colgan, K. Becton, K Higgs

IN ATTENDANCE:


Ian Jones, Town Clerk


Moira Saunders, Committee Clerk
237. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies were received.
238. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were no questions from members of the public.
239. MINUTES
Amendment

Councillor D King asked that the minutes should be amended to include that it had been agreed that a Personnel Sub Committee is set up.
Minute 213
The minute should read ‘drivers are turning left out of Pembroke Road’ 

Minute 228 (b)

Councillor S Beasley asked that her declaration of interest with regard to the financial donation to Jason Scourfield was due to her knowing the family not to her employment in Pembroke School.

With these amendments  it was:-



PROPOSED by Councillor C Fortune



SECONDED by Councillor A McNaughton



RESOLVED  




That the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council




held on 15th January 2009 be adopted.
240.MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
(a).Minute 213 Road Junction Ferry Lane and Pembroke Road
 The Town Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Mr John Price explaining that as the police record only personal injury accidents, numbers of ‘prangs’ are not recorded but could be relevant if the Town Council could provide information on how many and what type of accidents occur at this junction. Mr Price did intend to perform traffic counts at the junction to help him determine the capacity and movements through the junction. He did also state that traffic lights had been ruled out as the situation did not meet the criteria laid down. He did not understand why the Welsh Assembly Government had been involved previously. The Town Clerk stated that he knew he had documentation supporting his claim that the Welsh Assembly had been involved but was having difficulty in locating the  necessary paperwork.
Councillor K Higgs was still very concerned about traffic at this junction turning left then doing a U turn to avoid the queues to turn right, as he felt that this was a very dangerous manoeuvre  and traffic is now queuing back to do the U turn and this could cause further accidents. He asked whether the Town Council can ask the police to be involved in these dangers at the junction.
Councillor D King agreed to take this forward to the next Police Liaison meeting. 

(b). Minute 215  Pembroke Dock Traffic and Transportation Study
The Town Clerk reported that he had written to the County Council as requested and had received an acknowledgement.

(c). Minute 217 Tidy Towns Week in Pembroke Dock
Councillor A McNaughton commented on how good the boundary of the FOCUS car park now looked. 

Councillor S Perkins reported that there was a great deal of ivy growing there and that she was trying to persuade the County Council to clear it and grass the area and perhaps plant some bulbs etc. She stated that she was out on two occasions during Tidy Towns week and was pleased that at both the Memorial Park and the Bush Estate that there was not much litter to collect which proved how much tidier they are being kept now. This was also partly due to the work of PDEAT. 
Councillor D King commented on the old railway line and how much better it now looked.

(d). Minute 218 Places for Playing
The Town Clerk reported that he had now subscribed to Play Wales and as a consequence the Town Council would now receive technical assistance in applying for Lottery Funds for Play Equipment.
(e). Minute 220 Article 4 directive concerning Pembroke Dock Conservation 
      Area
The Town Clerk had received an acknowledgement from the County Council and that they will be in contact with the Town Council.

Councillor C Gwyther reported that she had recently attended a Townscape Heritage meeting and had taken the opportunity to raise the issue that there was dissatisfaction that the exhibition was not held centrally in the town so more people could attend. It was agreed by County Council Officers that they would consider holding surgeries where concerned individuals could discuss their fears and concerns .

(f). Minute 223 Development Overlooking South Pembrokeshire Hospital
The Town Clerk had written to the Planning Department at the County Council highlighting the planning decisions made in respect of properties on St Patrick’s Hill. He had asked whether anything could be done considering that the applications were made some time ago.

(g). Minute 228(b) Grant To Mr Jason Scourfield.

The Town Clerk reported that Mr Scourfield had been asked to attend this meeting but was unable to do so  due to training commitments, but would like to attend a future Town Council meeting in order to convey his thanks for the grant and to describe his activities.
(h). Minute 236  Any Other Business –

Meeting with The Practise Manager of Argyle Street Surgery

Councillor K Becton expressed her dismay that this meeting had taken place at the surgery, not the Pater Hall and that only some Councillors attended not the whole Council. She believed that this was against a previous motion of the Town Council.

She was also surprised to see the comment that the situation was improving when she felt that it was not. She had had to wait 3 weeks for an appointment with a named doctor.  Also that as there was no automatic entry system people had to stand in a queue and some people can find that difficult to do.
Councillor R Watts commented  that he believed that the surgery thought that the situation was improving.

Councillor K Becton felt that this was not good enough and Councillor K Higgs agreed.

The Town Clerk stated that as a Council we have no right to demand anything of the management of the surgery. The Town council had previously been offered a meeting at the surgery when Mr N Ainger MP would also be present but this was declined. The Town Council had agreed to attending a subsequent meeting at the surgery with a limited number of Councillors and this was attended by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor who then reported back.

Councillor C Gwyther suggested that the Town Council  contact the Community Health Council to see if they could facilitate a meeting between the Town Council and the management of the Argyle Street surgery to discuss the issues which had been brought to the attention of Town Councillors.
It was 




PROPOSED by Councillor K Becton




SECONDED by Councillor D King




RESOLVED




That a meeting is sought with the Argyle Street Surgery Group and 



the Town Council using the Community Health Council as 



facilitators.
Gentleman living on the Roundabout in Pembroke Dock
Councillor S Perkins informed the meeting that he was now in temporary accommodation whilst his medical records are independently assessed to determine whether he fell within the criteria laid down in order for him to be given permanent  County Council accommodation. 

Removal of the Tank
Councillor D King asked what was happening with the removal of the tank. The Town Clerk reported that the Royal Tank Regiment were arriving at Castlemartin shortly so it was hoped that the tank would be removed imminently. 
241. REPORT OF TOWN CLERK.

PART 1 – GENERAL.
232.TIDY TOWNS WEEK.

Members were made aware of the work which was carried out by the County Council and Volunteers over the previous week. The Council recorded their thanks to all those who helped in any way. The Town Clerk reported that the notice board with ‘before’ and ‘after’ photographs on it was displayed in the ASDA store. He asked whether the Town Council wanted to put on a reception for all those who took part in the ‘Tidy Towns’ week.
Councillor S Perkins commented that it was a shame that not many members of the public turned out to help the litter picks.

Councillor P Gwyther informed the meeting that staff at McDonalds regularly keep their car park clean from litter. 

Councillor R Watts stated that McDonalds do recognise that they do generate a lot of rubbish and that they did take part in the tidying of litter.

233. CIVIC AWARDS 2009.

This year was the one where the Town Council sought the nomination of members of the public to be honoured by the town for their work in the Community. In 2007 following the last awards the Town Clerk revised the nomination form. This was attached as Appendix B. The Town Council considered whether to honour individuals only or whether to include for the first time voluntary or other organisations.

Councillor K Becton felt that the awards should only apply to individuals not Organisations.

Councillor S Perkins recalled that the Town Council had in the past included Organisations as well as individuals for consideration for awards. Councillor K Higgs stated that he felt it was fairer to include organisations.
It was agreed that the Civic Awards would be open to nominations for organisations as well as individuals.

PART 2 – CORRESPONDENCE.

234. LEAGUE AGAINST CRUEL SPORTS.

The Town Clerk had received a poster from Mr Richard Tiller of West Wales Animal Aid requesting that a Poster advertising the fact that to hunt wild mammals with dogs was now illegal in England and Wales. He requested that this poster be placed in the Pembroke Dock Noticeboard at the front of the Pater Hall. The Town Clerk was asking for guidance from the Town Council as to whether this poster should be displayed in the Council Noticeboard.
Councillors S Perkins and C Gwyther felt that this poster should be displayed , although Councillors P Gwyther, D King and K Higgs felt that it should not as it could be seen as taking a specific political stance .

It was




PROPOSED by Councillor S Perkins




SECONDED by Councillor C Gwyther
That the poster be displayed. 

A vote was taken and the motion fell with 2 votes for and 8 against.




RESOLVED




That the poster was not to be displayed in the Town Council 




Noticeboard

Councillor C Gwyther stated that as a result of the motion failing that the principle of what information is displayed in the Town Council Noticeboard should be voted upon.




PROPOSED by Councillor C Gwyther




SECONDED by Councillor S Perkins




RESOLVED




That the Pembroke Dock Town Council Noticeboard should only 



be used for events relating to Pembroke Dock.

235. NEW TRAFFIC ORDER – APLEY TERRACE, PEMBROKE DOCK.

The Town Clerk had  received a letter from Mr John Price, Traffic Manager, at Pembrokeshire County Council informing the Council that a new order was to be made to create a disabled parking space on the south side of Apley Terrace adjacent to nos. 1 -3 (Apley Lodge). This will be available to blue badge holders for up to two hours.

There were no observations made by the Town Council.

236. RESIDENTS PARKING, BUSH STREET, PEMBROKE DOCK.

Members were aware that the Town Clerk was asked to write to the County Council about the above proposal following the meeting held on 30th November 2008. The Town Clerk attached at Appendix A a copy of his letter and the reply which he had received about the matter.

The Town Clerk reported that the County Council were looking for a standard scheme to apply. Mr Price had stated that the residents who benefit from residents only parking wanted to retain use of these spaces for all of the day .

Councillor S Perkins stated that she understood this view but it was becoming increasingly difficult to park in Pembroke Dock and that deters people from shopping in the town.

237. OPEN MEETING ABOUT LNG EMERGENCY PLAN.

The Town Clerk had been informed that there was a public meeting held at the Imperial Function Centre, Hamilton Terrace, Milford Haven at 1915hrs (7.15pm) on Wednesday 4th February 2009 to discuss the above topic. The Town Clerk had also been invited but had declined on the basis that Emergency Planning was not part of the Town Council’s responsibilities.

There were no observations made.
238. KIDNEY WALES FOUNDATION – WALK FOR LIFE 2009.

The Town Clerk had been asked by the above organisation to enquire if any member of the Town Council would like to take part in the above event which takes place on Sunday 29 March 2009. 

PART 3-PLANNING

As members of the Planning Committee of the County Council, Councillors S Perkins and K Becton  advised that they would not be taking part in the discussions or decision making with regard to any planning applications.
239. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

08/1084/PA
Mr Mark McCormack


Land to the rear of 26,Prospect Place



Hayguard



Pembroke Dock



Chapel Row



Pembrokeshire



Llangwm



Erection of dwelling


Haverfordwest



SA62 4HR

The Sub-Committee recommended that this application was not supported for the following reasons:-

1. It would not enhance the character or appearance of the Conservation Area by the scale, form ,materials and detailing respect the characteristics of buildings in the area.
2. Important views from Milton Terrace would be obscured or partly obscured.

3. There would be a loss of off street parking for the residents of 26, Prospect Place

as the rear access to the garden would be lost.

4. There may not be sufficient measures taken to deal with surface water.

5. The Town Clerk had already been made aware of an objection being raised by a

local resident.
Councillor P Gwyther also pointed out that there were conflicting details on the plans with regard to the materials to be used for the gutters and down pipes. He also felt that number 4 should be worded more positively.

With these changes it was




PROPOSED by Councillor A McNaughton




SECONDED by Councillor M Colgan




RESOLVED 




That the Town Council recommends that this application is not

supported.
08/1105/PA
Mr Matthew Creed


50, Dimond Street and 2 Law Street



Pembrokeshire Estates Ltd

Pembroke Dock



Main Street



Pembrokeshire



Fishguard



SA72 6BT



SA65 9HJ



Erection of 3 storey building

Comprising of shop unit, 2 self

Contained flats and maisonette



PROPOSED by Councillor A McNaughton




SECONDED by Councillor M Colgan




RESOLVED




That the Town Council recommends that this application is 




supported.
240.PLANNING DECISIONS

08/0993/PA – Installation of a Mezzanine Floor – ASDA Stores Ltd, Gordon Street, Pembroke Dock, Pembrokeshire SA72 6DA - granted
242. SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
PART 1  GENERAL.

241. APPLICATION FOR TOWN GREEN STATUS AREA BETWEEN MILITARY AND STRANRAER ROADS.

The cost of the Solicitors Fees to date in this matter and the question of ownership of the Old Railway Track off Gordon Street had been calculated and, after discussion with the Town Clerk, the cost is £750 plus VAT. In future costs will be calculated on a monthly basis. The Solicitor was taking follow up action on some correspondence from the County Council but he stated that this will be resolved within the next 10 days. He had taken a number of photographs to support the Town Council case and was satisfied with the evidence which has been produced.

The Town Clerk had sought information from Councillors C Fortune and A Wilcox and this matter was now progressing.
PART 2 CORRESPONDENCE.

242. CONSENT STREET STATUS – DIMOND STREET.

The Town clerk had been advised by the County Council that the various reports required for the PCC Cabinet to approve the change of status for that street will be considered on 9th March 2009. Provided this was approved and not “called in “by the Scrutiny Committee the necessary notice would appear in the Press on 18th March 2009. Members of the public and businesses etc would be allowed 28 days to register any objection. Provided there are no major objections a second notice would then be published in the press sometime in May which would have to appear for two consecutive weeks.

The County Council have requested that the Town Council highlight on a map the length of Diamond Street which they would wish to be considered as “Consent Street”. The Town Clerk had assumed that this would be its whole length from its junction with Laws Street to its junction with Meyrick Street although the Town Clerk doubted if this total length would ever be used and that it was more than likely that the length would be from its junction with Lewis Street to its junction with Meyrick Street.

Councillor P Gwyther agreed that it made sense to seek consent for the whole street even though it may only be that part of Dimond Street is used.

The Town Clerk would send a map showing the whole of Dimond Street. 

243. COMPLAINT ABOUT THE STATE OF PAVEMENT NEAR PEMBROKE DOCK MEMORIAL PARK.

The Town Clerk had received a copy of a letter from Rev. Nigel Thomas, Rector of Pembroke Dock, about the state of the pavement near the Memorial Park. He described it as follows:-

“This pavement is the main pedestrian access to the school by those approaching from the town and is in a deplorable state of disrepair. Young children and parents with prams and buggies struggle to make progress on it. I have seen people walk on the road rather than use it.”

The Town Clerk had forwarded his letter to the County Council for their action.

244. STATE OF TOWN CLOCK LOCATED IN THE BELFREY AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, PEMBROKE DOCK.

The Town Clerk had received a copy of a letter which was written direct to the County Council concerning the Town Clock which is located at St. John’s Church. In the letter the Rector was bringing to the County Council’s attention that they were responsible for the clock and in his view they should also have some responsibility for where it is housed. The Tower has recently been inspected by CADW and a Roofing specialist who had stated that the cost for repointing and replacing the lead flashings will be around £7000. The Rector had asked the County Council whether they would be prepared to help with the costs associated with this repair. He further states that the alternative will be to remove the clock on Health and Safety grounds and board up the space.

The Town Clerk had sent this letter on to the County Council and asked the Town Council whether they wanted to take any action or wait for any County Council response.

Councillor S Perkins suggested that the Town Council should wait and this was agreed .

245. PROPOSED PEMBROKE POWER STATION PROJECT – LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE.

The Town Clerk had received a letter from RWE npower concerning the establishment of a Local Liaison Committee should the proposed Power Station be built. It was understood that a decision by the Department if Energy and Climate Change had been made and they would like the Committee to be formed quite quickly. The Town Clerk had therefore been asked if the Town Council were willing to appoint one of their members to this Committee.




PROPOSED by Councillor C Gwyther



SECONDED by Councillor D King




RESOLVED




That Councillor S Perkins becomes the Town Council

representative on this committee.
PART 3 - PLANNING

246. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
08/1145/PA
Mr Thomas Morris


7, Gordon Street,



7, Gordon Street,


Pembroke Dock



Pembroke Dock


SA72 6DA



SA72 6DA



Single Storey extension




PROPOSED by Councillor K Higgs




SECONDED by Councillor M Colgan




RESOLVED




That the Town Council recommends that this application is 




supported
247. PLANNING DECISIONS

08/0976/PA-Single storey extension-8, Greenhill Road, Pennar, Pembroke Dock , SA72 6RP.- granted

243. REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL OFFICER

29. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts are submitted for approval of payment:-
149

Play Wales-Subscription





£25.00

150

Jewson Ltd-Materials-Christmas Lighting



£42.43

151

British Telecom-Telephone Line Rental



£11.82

152

I. Jones-Postage






£50.00


153

Llanion Signs & Graphics-Banner-Tidy Towns


£50.23
154

Nisbets-Glass Boxes and Teaspoons




£83.30

155

Society Local Council Clerks-Conference Fee

          £218.50

156

Jason Scourfield-Donation(Fencing Championships)
          £250.00

157

Hewlett-Packard Ltd





          £437.90 158

J. S. Pickering-Removal of Christmas Lights


          £440.00

159

Days Rental-Hire of Cherry Picker



          £915.93

160

The Consortium-Shovel





£35.54

161

Cape hire-Fencing Around Tank




£73.93

162

Lowless Commercial Solicitors-Fees-Village Green

          £862.50


NB Accounts Nos. 149 and 150 were paid out of meeting.
Councillor P Gwyther asked the Town Clerk why the Town Logo had not been added to the ‘Tidy Towns’ banner. The Town Clerk explained that time constraints did not allow this addition.

PROPOSED by Councillor C Fortune




SECONDED by Councillor P Gwyther




RESOLVED




That  the Town Council approve payment of Accounts numbered 




149 – 162 

30. DONATION –THANKS
A letter of thanks has been received for the donation recently made to Zoe Priestly.

31. CLOSURE OF BANK ACCOUNT

Unfortunately Lloyds TSB are unable to allow banking transactions to be made via the internet. It has therefore been necessary to close the recently opened account with them  and continue banking with Barclays Bank.

244. PEMBROKE DOCK/ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
Councillor K Becton had noticed dog fouling in Bush Street, Park Street and Gordon Street and had contacted the dog warden.

245. REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES.

Councillor P George had visited Pembroke Dock community School on the 30th January where the school were being presented with a Platinum Eco Award . Iolo Williams from BBC Wales was in attendance. She stated that she was unaware the amount of work that the school are involved with  including collecting litter. It was a very good and interesting event.

Councillor D King had his report from the Police Liaison committee circulated and asked if there were any questions.

Councillor C Gwyther proposed that Prime Cymru are asked to speak to the Town Council and Councillor C Fortune supported this.

Councillor C Gwyther also asked whether Councillor D King had  enquired why Dyfed Powys Police had such a high rate of cautions as compared with other Police authorities. Councillor D King agreed to take that question forward to the Police Consultative Committee.

Councillor S Beasley left the meeting at 1956hrs.

Councillor P Gwyther stated that cars had been parking on pavements in Prospect Place and Brewery Street.
Councillor K Becton said that the same problem was occurring in Commercial Row and people parking alongside a dropped kerb.

Councillor C Fortune commented on vehicles parked illegally in Water Street.

Councillor D King reported that some of these issues had been raised but that he would raise them again at the next Police Liaison Committee.

Councillor M Colgan reported that she had attended a meeting at St Mary’s School. |She felt that it was a well run school but had no other matter to bring to Members’ attention.
Councillor C Gwyther had attended a Townscape Heritage meeting and reported that there was to be a survey carried out at the Defensible Barracks by CADW. The question of possible Compulsory Purchase would have to be considered in due course. Concern had been expressed over the safety of the moat around the Fort.

The Sunderland Trust were looking for funds to pay towards the costs required to produce a business plan by the Summer in respect of the refurbished Garrison Chapel.
Councillor C Gwyther reminded the Town Council that there was to be a meeting of the Fair Trade group on 10th February 2009 at 5.00 pm.

246 ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE MAYOR DECIDES AS URGENT
No member had any item for discussion under this heading.
247. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor A McNaughton reported that residents in the locality of the Surehaven hospital had received letters inviting visits to the hospital. He suggested that the Town Council should visit.

Councillor S Perkins informed the Town Council that the Festival Committee had met again and that the Summer Festival would probably be held for 4 days. Events will probably include Teddy Bear’s picnic, Mayor’s cheese and wine, street entertainment with a Mexican theme.

Councillor C Gwyther suggested that any Civic Award could be made during this week.

Councillor S Perkins apologised for postponing the Memorial Park meeting but she had not yet received a reply from the County Council to questions about responsibilities so a meeting would be premature.
Councillor S Perkins distributed a letter she had received concerning the introduction of traffic lights at London Road/ Ferry Lane junction. She commented that she was not sure that  the plan would be effective. Councillor D Esmond felt that not many cars turned right from Ferry Lane into London Road so a no Right Turn sign would not produce that much extra traffic proceeding left.
The Town Clerk had received 2 tickets for the Young Musician of the Year concert in St David’s Hall in Cardiff, as the Mayor could not attend he asked for volunteers from the Town Council.
The meeting closed at  2017hrs.
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